St. Mary’s Primary School Newsletter
69 Marine Parade, Hastings VIC 3915
Phone: (03) 5979 1959
Fax: (03) 5979 4894
www.smhastings.catholic.edu.au

Principal’s News
Dear Parents,

SM 41/2016
15th December

I can’t believe this is my last newsletter! Where did those 20 years go?!!
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2017 CLASSES. Two weeks ago I informed you of our preferred class option for
2017, given the number of enrolments we were aware of at the time. I also said this
may change if numbers changed in a couple of classes. This has happened! All
classes will remain the same with the teachers your child met last week, except for
the senior grades. Now, instead of having a straight Grade 5 and a straight Grade 6
class, we will have two composite Grade 5/6 classes. The teachers will be Miss
Ashleigh Gledhill and Mrs. Lisa Baker. Yesterday I wrote to all parents of children
in these classes explaining in further detail the reason for this change.
The classes and classroom teachers for 2017 are:

Important Dates
December
♦

Friday 16th
Prayer Service End of Year Awards
11.30a.m.

Students finish 1:00pm
Reports go home

January
♦

Tuesday, 31st
Testing Day

February
♦

♦

Wednesday, 1st
Testing Day
Thursday, 2nd
Start of school
year for all
children.

Prep:
Grade 1:
Grade 2:
Grade 3:
Grade 3/4:
Grade 5/6B:
Grade 5/6G:

Mrs. Jodie Stewart
Mrs. Moya Docherty & Ms. Kim Saltmarsh
Mrs. Beth Wharton
Mrs. Kath Snooks
Mr. Sean Crozier
Mrs. Lisa Baker
Miss Ashleigh Gledhill

GRADE 6 GRADUATION, DINNER, MASS & CEREMONY. Last night a
wonderful ceremony was held for our graduating students at the Hastings Club.
Firstly students and staff enjoyed dinner together, then parents joined us for Mass.
Thank goodness for Fr. Michael; five minutes before Mass commenced I was
informed that the Hastings Club had to draw their raffle at 7.30p.m. And that this
would be broadcast over their PA throughout the building including our room!
Tickets would continue to be drawn (and announced) until someone present claimed
the prize. I began to sweat immediately and profusely and timidly informed Fr.
Michael. Michael laughed and informed me he would pause the mass at that time
and if one of our families won the prize, we would give them a big cheer! I don’t
know that many other priests would have responded in the way Fr. Michael did!
Our grade 6 children have been magnificent leaders of our school throughout the
year. We strive for the highest standards in all we do at St. Mary’s and will not
accept students’ second best efforts in anything. To do so would be an insult to
them and to you, their parents, who pay good money for your child to attend St.
Mary’s. When you have such a great bunch of children at the top of the school to
help set the tone and the standards by their attitude and their support for younger
children and for staff, the job of maintaining the tone of the school is made much
easier because the younger ones see what the older ones do and follow along.
Thank you Grade 6, you are great!
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Many thanks to Mrs. Vanessa Sheriff for the great job of organising the night and for the fantastic DVD of the
students’ time here that each received in their graduation pack. Mr. Sean Crozier did a great job of preparing the
Mass and liaising with Fr. Michael and Mrs. Chris Freshwater made the beautiful Mass booklet. Many thanks
also to our great choir- Bunnings Tuesday, Graduation Mass last night, Bays Nursing Home today—I think some
of them are thinking of turning professional!
Thanks to my mates Bill and Ray (who with me are the Coffin Dodgers band) for supporting the choir and to
Bill’s wife Val, who does so much in so many ways for St. Mary’s. Thank you staff for, as always, being there
for the ‘kids.’
GOODBYE & FAREWELL STAFF. A couple of weeks ago I informed you that Miss Lucy Reincke was leaving, thanked her for her wonderful service and wished her well. I also wish to acknowledge and thank Mrs. Liz
Hubbert, Mrs. Nikki Nicholls and Mrs. Katrina Wharton, who have worked in the school for the past few months,
courtesy of a grant we were able to achieve from August to December.
GOODBYE. We say good-bye and farewell to all the Grade 6 children and their families especially those
whose youngest child is finishing at St. Mary’s – the Alexander, Bartrop-Braybon, Burns, Chapman, Connard,
Cunningham-Bruce, Elliott, Harper, Henderson, Hetherington-Schubel, McClernon, Nicholson, Solamo & West
families. Farewell also to the Ryan family as life takes them on a new adventure.
THANK YOU EVERYONE! It is a privilege to be an educator, we get to work with the most precious beings in
society, and help them grow into wonderful citizens. I have loved working in this school and in this town. Sometimes I wonder if people realise how great a place Hastings is! Quite simply, Hastings it the best town I have ever
worked in and the highlight of my career has been my nearly 20 years at St. Mary’s. The children, families and
staff of this wonderful school have done far more for me than I have for them—these have been the happiest years
of my life. Thank you for allowing me the honour of leading this school.
Last Friday’s send off was a day I will never forget; my head is still spinning! I cannot thank everyone enough
especially Lisa Baker, Judy Deefholts and Chris Freshwater. My mother, wife, sister and niece felt very proud
and I felt very humbled.
Here is a picture of the beautiful amplifier the school community has given me for my acoustic guitar. It is an
absolute beauty! I’m going to play a song using it at tomorrow’s End of Year Prayer Service and Awards
Ceremony (11.30a.m.) bring your earplugs!
GOOD LUCK! The school is very well placed for the future and I know that with Mr. Jason Micallef at the helm
as Principal, together with Fr. Michael, our wonderful parent community
and brilliant staff, St. Mary’s will go from strength to strength.

Thank you and farewell!!

RICHARD MUCHA,
Principal
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St Mary’s Social & Fundraising News
CHRISTMAS RAFFLE.
Congratulations to all the winners of our Christmas Raffle (26 prizes). Thank you to
everyone who donated via the free dress day, wrapped the baskets and sold tickets.
Thank you to everyone who have helped with Social & Fundraising this year - your
contributions to the Mother’s Day Stall, Father’s Day Stall, Pie Drive, Christmas Raffle
have all helped to buy resources for our children.

Canteen Thank you!
A very special ‘Thank you’ to Vanessa Sheriff who has run our Canteen so
efficiently for many years.
Thank you also to Sinead McAnallen who took over the job this term .
Thank you to all the helpers and bakers—we couldn’t have done it without
you!
NOTICES.
SCHOOL REPORTS & END OF TERM. The school year will end for the children at 1pm TOMORROW.
School reports will be sent home along with dates & times for your child to attend their 2017 testing session. Staff
will be at school during the morning of Monday 19th December (9a.m.-11a.m.) to answer any queries you may
have regarding your child’s report.
2017. Children in Grades 1 – 6 will commence on either Tuesday 31st January or Wednesday 1st February, with
their testing session (1/2 day). Please refer to the slip within your child’s report for the exact date and time for
your child. All children (including Preps) attend school on Thursday, 2nd February, 2017.

Merry Christmas and a
Happy New
Year from all
the Staff at
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Before & After
School Care News
LONG DAY PROGRAMS on
Monday 19th and Tuesday 20th December have been

CANCELLED
Due to the low number of children booked in for these two days, we have had to
cancel them, we are sorry for the inconvenience if you have already booked in.
We hope you all have a Safe and Happy Christmas and that the New Year starts
with a bang and goes forward to new adventures for all of you.

Early Finish for St Mary’s Children
St Mary’s closed on Friday the 16th of December at 1.00 pm, any children booked in
on the day will be having lunch at the hall. We are planning on having Pizza and
Wedges followed by an Ice-cream for dessert. Then the St Mary’s children, if the
regular outing form has been signed, will walk up to collect the Hastings children
after school.

Long Day Program on Testing Days.
Long Day Programs will be available on Testing Days – 31st January and 1st February
(if we have enough bookings) If you need Before and After School long day program on any of these days, please contact Rose by email or mobile, no later than
Friday 27th January 2017.

Santa!
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